sunnite Seolped.

Glaver 14 nk.iﬂn.

LAUNDER14G AND BATHING °

i have heard my grendmotner Mrs, Mildred

of age, t .
was born in 1843 end lived to be 93 yesrs age, l‘# .
times héw leundering wes dome in pionser timall. She s S

when she was & girl that there were no waah boards, &nc
they had tubs at &1l they were wooden ones mﬂﬁu ..;at,'-
of the people washed their clothes at the brook by pound

them clean on a flat rock or board, others washel thqm

s

rubbing them between the hands, much s women today mnﬁh :
-.-' e
fine fabgies:, axcaptj Tubbed more vigorously. caedly 4
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Even after wash boards came into use ,Mrs, %ﬁgr
&

would nn'E use one, but eontinued to naah by rubbing 'qhu

clothes with her hends. I have sesn her do it many time:
. : ._
and she could put out a wash almost as quickly ae u

used a bosrd. The first wash board they had in the

was a home made one, made by cutting ETrooves acroes a

board. This board was used by the girls of the :Em:tly.

Tor their ;rnmf”
Yeny families, pg

of wagon tranapurtu.
mad*haurda Eooner than this,

I have talka with
éounty ang thef all gay
menuer by alyl g¢ the pi

first weeh boara they aver bought wag
deughter Lucy:aroung 1300,
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wat they calle
Tne soep was also home madee They built Wh8
ae mede by placing bcﬁrdﬁ v

ith straw, end the

gheped into

ash-hoppers This w

h made out of & log. It was lined W

ut into this hopper. When gpring cameé,
through the

g Troug

weter waB
asheg were p
soured,deily, into the sshess It dreined down
pourac - k)

; - used in
ashes and the product that ceme out was & kind of 1ye
gs obtain-

§ o~ — - £ E_ vll
the making of coap. When = aufficient smount of 1y

ed, they poured it énto great iron kettles glong with greaee
gnd other things, the product was what they called soft so=Ep.
Thig wes poured®# into barrels end was used TFor laundering

and all cleaning purpocco. Some of the old timers tell me that

they even used it for washing the heir snd they suppose for

bathing as well as they cennot remember &ny other kind of E0ED,
lany say however that there was toilet soap as fer back as

they tan remember. Since thls s0ep did not have & very pless-

ant odor, they tried to scent it by stirring it with a

-

sassafras stick or by pouring sesssfras tea into the kettle
-

h‘ﬂ;ﬁ b the VAT BEEacsfran i
¥ the way sesssfras tea,to drink in the spring of the

year, hac elways been & favorite drink for the people of thig

county, still ig for mERy of*the,farm people, &nd it is
¥

YEr'Y good,

This s ! 2
£0ft soAp weS hard on the hands, but it brought
out the ai 1d T }
ATt and that was what the pionger voman t
C 1 0m mwanted.

I can remember S08p making day, and when I Wes & gipl,§

was i ] ' 3 ;

B my Job to keep water in the aah-hnpper, though I ;

"int & !

10T seen ona of these o014 hoppers for at lemsst L
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. ir clothes

f thess pioneers did not launder the

ost of thess p

we 1 1 5
today ThE:," did not £6€é ALYy Ban i tin
‘lf.ﬂh a8 " | 0 Ve

' oda
on ¢lesn Clothing as often as we do todaye

Sathing was not done so often either. Bathing ™
I ioneer vas & busy preson

fecilities Were poor and the pion oy
worked from Lwfore daylight until after dark
for & livelihspd, therefore, they did not have so much time
for bething. Most of the men 4id their bathing at the creek
in eummer, eng they did little of it during the winter months#
except to wau), the hgnds and face and occasionally. tke«feet,
Zven 1 can Temember vhen old folks thought it would kill you
to take & bat) gp 44 waEh your heed from sbout the first of
November unty) the Tirst of April. It Just wasnt done. Even

in summer they 414 Lotmtske s bLath more than onge a week op
'l

vash their hojp more than once & month, In the very eerliast

times, woman ting uhildggn, berhaps too, did . most of theipr

bething in lhg Creek, but mogt o it was done in the wagp

tub or g "ooday, trough, Watep wWaS

heated ip kettles end
Poured ints the tup, It wag no little
e€nd this wae e reagon it wag not

4suelly the Way ey
in the tup wWay

iy t
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of the oldest citizens q;i:‘__iéhﬁ :

though I was reared on & farm
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